ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION (IRELAND). 



THE REPORT 

Of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, for the Year 
ending; the 1st day of August 1852. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY ARCHIBALD WILLIAM, 

EARL OF EGLINTON AND WINTON, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, 
&e. Sec. Sec. 



W E the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and cor- 
porate seal are hereunto annexed, beg leave to submit to your Excellency 
the Annual Report of the proceedings of the Commissioners for the year ending 
the 1st of August instant, pursuant to the provisions of the Act 3 8c 4 Will. 4, 
c. 37. 



We have the satisfaction to report to your Excellency, that the Commis- 
sioners have been enabled this year, by reason of an improvement m the state 
of their funds, to appropriate a larger sum to the rebuilding and lepair of 
Churches than it has been in their power to do for some years past, and to set 
■mart a small sum for the enlargement, and the painting and cleaning of the 
interior of Churches, and for the fencing of Churchyards ; annexing it as a 
condition to their grants, in the cases of enlargement and painting, that liberal 
■lid should be afforded by private contribution ; the vesult of which has been 
th e contriCSin fddof a sum of 2,600 L so set apart, have exceeded 
3,4001. By this arrangement provision lias been made tor 24 cases of en arge- 
ment, 00 of painting or cleaning, and 15 of enclosing fences. 



3 c“g in on Works' “nd’mLn 'i^p^fdi.ig yeart 

addition thereto, being available from private sources. 



lailiou wuAUjj, * 

The sum allotted to General ^ 0 S“7 -bK i? coursed 

expenditure 0 ^^ 'cases, making the total sum appropriated to Church Works 
this year 27,469 /. 11 s. 7 d. , . 

In selecting from the numerous few cL^whfeh 

of Enlargements, Internal Painting and g * t j ie Commissioners 

casi which theyhave 

been obliged to defer are of an equally pressing nature. 

The nine cases of Rebuilding which In 

the whole or in part, are as fellow .-1st Lisrure ^ ’ A , Ar dfert, 

the Diocese of Clogheri 3d , Don™ on “ D ‘«“ ‘ Vocese ’ o! Ferns; 6th, 

second, to 379/. ; in the third, to j • , vnmmnina: three cases the Commis- 

395/. ; and in the sixth, to 500 /. ; bu m ^.^ZdVvebeen obliged to pro- 
sioners were unable to procure any subscrip » , rebuilding of the Church 

vide for them altogether out of their own funds. 1 He g of 
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of Clifden, in the Diocese of Tuam, has also been commenced by the Commis- 
sioners, on the faith of subscriptions promised to the amount of 1,200/., part of 
•which has been already lodged by the Bishop of Tuam -with the Treasurer of 
the Board ; and the Commissioners have undertaken to make the necessary 
grant next year for its completion. As further evidence of the liberal assistance 
afforded by private contribution, in the extension of Church accommodation, 
we have the satisfaction to state, that the Church of Iiilconriola, in the Diocese 
of Connor, is being rebuilt on an enlarged scale by Robert Alexander Shafto 
Adair, Esq., m.p., at an expense of 4,159/., aided by the Commissioners to the 
extent of 600 /. A Church for the Parish of Balrathboyne, in the Diocese 
of Meath, is being built by John Tisdall, Esq., to which the Commis- 
sioners have contributed 200/. The enlargement and remodelling of the 
Church of St. Stephen, in the Diocese of Dublin, have been effected at an 
expense of 2,500/., defrayed, for the most part, by the Right Honourable 
Sidney Herbert and the Congregation. The Church of Saint Paul’s, Port- 
arlington, in the Diocese of Kildare, has been considerably enlarged and 
thoroughly repaired by the parishioners, at an expense of about 1,700 /., to which 
the Commissioners contributed 160 /; and the following Churches have been 
erected, or are in progress of erection, altogether by means of private subscrip- 
tions : a Church for the Parish of Loughmoe, in the Diocese of Cashel, at the 
sole expense of John Trant, Esq. ; an additional Church, at the expense of the 
Mercers* Company of London, in that part of the parish of Killelogh, in the 
Diocese of Derry, which heretofore formed a portion of the extensive Parish of 
Maghera, and which was lately severed therefrom, by order of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Privy Council ; an additional Church in the Parish of Ardara, in the 
Diocese of Raphoe, at the sole expense of the Marquis of Conyngham, at a cost 
of about 900/.; also one, by means of private subscriptions, in the Parish of 
Offerlune, in the Diocese of Ossory, at a cost of 750 /. The District Church of 
Scarva, in the Diocese of Dromore, mentioned in last Report as having been 
brought under the notice of the Commissioners, has been since completed, and 
taken under charge by the Board. There has also been erected in the newly 
constituted Benefice of Teftiplecorran, in the Diocese of Connor, at a cost of 
3,000 /., at the sole expense of David S. Kerr, Esq., a Church for said Benefice, 
which has also been taken under the charge of the Board. It is, however, to be 
observed, that the Commissioners have in these cases, with few exceptions, afforded 
the assistance of their Architect, in furnishing Plans and inspecting the Works 
during their progress, and have also, within the year past, furnished Plans in many 
other cases, either for the building, enlargement, or improvement of Churches 
at the request of parties anxious to provide accommodation for increasing con- 
gregations. In the case of the Trustee Chapel of Christ Church, Belfast, the 
Trustees have transferred to the Commissioners a sum of 102 l. 4 s. 3 d., Three 
per Cent. Consols, as a Repair Fund, and have undertaken to pay a further sum 
annually for this purpose, to be levied from pew-rents. 

< Of the rebuilding cases mentioned in the last Report as being in progress, 
that of Kilsaran, in the Diocese of Armagh, has been completed and opened for 
Divine Service, for the accommodation of 226 persons ; and it has been reported 
by the Architect, that the Churches of Knocknamuckly, in the Diocese of Dro- 
more, and Upper Moville, in the Diocese of Derry, and Achill and Ballyovee, 
in the Diocese of Tuam, will be shortly completed ; but in consequence of delays 
in procuring the necessary changes of site, no progress has been hitherto made 
with the Churches of Doon, in the Diocese of Emly ; Skull, in the Diocese of 
Cork ; Kilfinane, in the Diocese of Limerick, nor Castletown Arra, in the 
Diocese of Killaloe. 

With reference to the repairs of Churches, we think it right to inform your 
Excellency, that, from an insufficiency of funds for some years past, the Commis- 
sioners have been unable to arrest the progress of decay in many Churches which 
were originally defective in their construction, and on which more extensive 
repairs should have been at once effected ; and that consequently the wants of 
the Church in this respect have increased, since the Commissioners were- obliged 
to confine their expenditure within the very narrow limits mentioned in maxiy of 
their late Reports ; and,, in some instances, cases which appeared at first on the 
. books for repair, have since become, from want of timely expenditure, cases for 
rebuilding. To this cause is to be attributed the fact, that, notwithstanding an 

expenditure 
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expenditure of 12,147 l. 7 s. 4 d. on repairs, during the last year, the Architect’s 
estimate of this year shows an increase under this head of 1,894/., as compared 
with his estimate of the preceding year. It is, however, to be hoped, that, from- 
the improvement which has taken place in the state of their funds, as already 
noticed, the Commissioners will be able to guard against such a result for the 
Future ; at the same time, it must not be expected that they can provide for the 
many pressing wants of the Church, under the head of Rebuilding, Enlarging, 
Painting, Enclosing of Churchyards, and other necessary works connected with 
the existing fabrics, even though they should be assisted largely by private sub- 
scriptions, until their income shall have been further augmented under the 
operation of the Church Temporalities’ Acts ; inasmuch as it appeared from the 
Architect’s Report furnished at the commencement of this year, that a sum of 
268,000 l. was required for these purposes. 

In addition to the annual sum of 992 /. 2 s. heretofore applied, to the augmenta- 
tion of small Benefices, under the provisions of the Act 3 & 4 Viet. c. 101, sect. 6, 
the Commissioners have been enabled this year. by. means of the Tithes and 
Glebes disappropriated from Dignities, by order of the Lord Lieutenant and the 
Privy Council, and vested in them pursuant to said Act, to appropriate a further 
annual sum of 789 /. to the like purpose; and have, after due inquiry into the 
merits of the several applications, selected the following Benefices as the most 
deserving of augmentation on this occasion; viz. 



•Toncsborougli 
Mcigh - 

Newtown Savillc - 
Lucan - 
Calary - 
Killcagh 

Boctivc - - - 

Hollymount - 
Magheragal - 
Ballycaston 
Lambeg - 
Kilconriolagh 
Maglici'nlly - 
Moyntaglis 
Fermoyla 



DIOCESE. 


BENEFICE. j 


Armagh. 


Rossnowlagh 
Ardara - 


:} 


Cloglicr. 

Dublin. 


Toomna - - - 

Billis - 
Preban - 




Meath. 


Lierkyran - 
Omey and I 




Down. 


Ballindoonj 






Arran - - - - 


-J 


Connor. 


Corbally 

Kilmahnogue 


: 




Ringagonab - 




Dromorc. 


Kilfergus - - - 

Tracton - 




Derry. 








Raphoe. 

Elplrin. 

Kilmore. 

Ferns. 

Ossory. 

Tuam. 

Killaloe. 

Clonfert. 

Lismore. 

Limerick. 

Cork. 



By the half-yearly Returns of Promotions it appears that 82 Benefices have 
become vacant within the year, consisting of 11 Dignities and Prebends and 71 
parochial Benefices ; of these, 27 appear to be taxable. In respect of the ® f 11 ' 
ties and Prebends, the Commissioners caused the vacancies to be duly nobbed 
to the Lord Lieutenant and the Privy Council. In the case of the 
which occurred in the Deanery of Armagh, the Commissioners, under the p - 
visions of the Act 4 & 5 Will! 4, c. 90, transmitted an mstrumen under then- 
seal to the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, recommending *at the app - 
ment of a Clerk should be suspended, there not being cure of sonls attached to 
the Deanery; but at the same time forwarded a copy of a they tad 

received from the Lord Primate, containing his Grace s view. 3 ” f bj l a ; 
they also referred his Excellency and the Council to a Re port: mad. gf f 0 f the 
1831 by the Commissioners of Eccles.astical Enquiry ‘ in to the Sta .te of ‘I he 
several Parochial Benefices in the respective Dmceses m Irda n , , m f Jhmh « 
was recommended that the Deanery and Rectory and th « Vicarage « t Aim ag 
should be united and consolidated, subject to certain arrangements respect,, g 
the patronage ; his Excellency and the Council how ev er, . dr . i ot “ 

fit to suspend the appointment. 1 lie Prebend o circumstances under 

Ossory, without cure, having again become vacant t th « f f h 

which the Lord Lieutenant and the Pr: ivy Co, me \ f ff ”f en dation 

suspension of the appointment which had taken place o» ‘ . ken jnt0 con . 

of the Commissioners, on the occasion of the last f can 3’ tkat it was his 

sideration ; and it having- been ascertained from , • , was submitted to hi s 
Lordship’s intention to continue the arrange Tpmova i 0 f the suspension 
Excellency and the Council, as a ground lor the removal ot P^, 
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namely, an Union of this Prebend with the Benefice of St. Mary’s, Kilkenny, 
to which are annexed very onerous duties, with an insufficient income, the Com- 
missioners did not deem it advisable to take any step in respect to this Dignity. 
In the case of the Deanery of Cloyne, which also became vacant, the Lord 
Lieutenant and the Privy Council have, by an Order of the 23cl of October last, 
disappropriated from it the Rectory of Farighy, which heretofore formed its 
corps, and have erected same into a separate and distinct Benefice, and have 
directed that the Rectory of Killeagh shall be united to the Deanery, and shall 
henceforth constitute the new corps. In the case of the Prebend of Kilroot, in 
the Diocese of Connor, which consisted of the Rectory of Ballinure and the 
Vicarages of Templeconan and Kilroot, your Excellency and the Privy Council, 
by an Order bearing date the 5th of June, have been pleased to direct that the 
Vicarages of Templeconan and Kilroot should be disunited therefrom, _ and 
erected into a separate and distinct Benefice, and that the Rectory of Ballinure 
shall alone form the future corps of the Prebend. The Order in Council for the 
suspension of the appointment of a Clerk to the Treasurership of Waterford has 
been removed, and authority given for the appointment to this Dignity; subject, 
however, to the severence of all its emoluments, which have been disappro- 
priated and vested in the Commissioners. The Parochial Benefice, consisting 
of the Parishes of Cloonfinlough and Clontuskart, in the Diocese of Elphin, 
having become vacant, and, being one of those Benefices in which it appeared, 
from the certificate of the Ordinary, that Divine Service had not been celebrated 
within the three years preceding February 1833, the Commissioners have sus- 
pended the appointment of a Clerk to it, and, on the nomination of the Bishop, 
provided for the discharge of the occasional duties, by the allocation of a Stipend 
to the Incumbent of the adjoining Parish. 

The Commissioners having declined to consent to the sale of the Advowson of 
St. Mary’s parish, in the town of Clonmel, for the sum of 800?., as stated in 
their last Report, have since received an application from the Town Council of 
Clonmel to name such a sum as they would consider adequate for the purchase 
of the Advowson, with a view to enable the Council to treat with a party who 
had sought information from them on the subject. In reply to this application, 
the Commissioners stated, that on the Town Council procuring a valuation of 
the Advowson from some competent person, to be approved of by them, they 
would sanction the sale at such price as should be named by him. The Town 
Council, however, have not yet furnished the required, information. 

The sum received from the sale of Perpetuities within the year has amounted 
to 3,226 2. 6 s. 9 d., and from the liquidation of Mortgages, heretofore granted to 
secure the purchase-money of former sales, to 12,500 2. Is. Out of these moneys 
an instalment of 10,000 2 . has been paid to the Board of Works, in further 
liquidation of the sum of 100,000 2. advanced to the Commissioners, under the 
provisions of the Act 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 90, leaving a sum of 20,000 2. still due to 
that Board; and a sum of 5,607 2 . 19 s. 9 d. has been invested in Government 
securities, to the credit of the Perpetuity Purchase Fund, pursuant to the Act 
6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 99. There has also been invested in Government securities, 
at different periods within the year, for account of the General Fund, a sum of 
22,678 2 . 19 s. 3d., a portion of which will be required to meet not only the out- 
standing engagements of the Board of this year, under the head of Church 
Works, but also, in some instances, those of the preceding year, where delays on 
the part of the parishioners have occurred in procuring the approval of the 
Lord Lieutenant and Council to the proposed changes of site for the new 
buildings, as already noticed. 

The sum received under the head of Tax on Bishoprics and Benefices has 
amounted to the large sum of 11,785 2 . 155. 3 d., being upwards of 2,000 2 . above 
the annual sum derivable from this source, which is to be accounted for by the 
liquidation of a large portion of the arrear of tax which had accrued due during 
the late disastrous seasons, and by the more punctual payment of the current 
gales. 

. The balance of the building charge, payable within the year, to the repre- 
sentatives of the late Bishop of Clogher, amounting to 3,472 2. 9 5. 6d., has been 
discharged. 

Abatements 
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Abatements of rents, in cases similar to those mentioned in former Reports, 
have been made to the amount of 71/. 19s. id., and arrears, ascertained to be 
wholly irrecoverable, have been cancelled to the amount of 319/. 4s. 7 id. 

Under the provisions of the Church Temporalities’ Acts, the- sum of 
32,906/. 12s. has been paid for the salaries of Parish Clerks and Sextons, and 
the supply of requisites for the celebration of Divine Service in the several 
Churches and Chapels; 2,913/. Os. Id. to Vicars Choral and Curates of sus- 
pended Benefices; 1,009 /. 18 5. 9d. to the Curates of the City of Dublin, in 
lieu of the maintenance heretofore provided for them by vestry or other assess- 
ments; 172/. 05. Id. to Diocesan Schoolmasters; and 1,339./. 5s. 6d. in 
augmentation of small Benefices, under the Act 3 & 4 of Her present Majesty, 
exclusive of the sum of 4,250 /. 3 5. 3 d. paid for like purposes out of the bequest 
of Primate Boulter. 

The usual Annual Account of the Trust Fund arising under Bishop Gore’s 
will, from the Impropriate Tithes of. Cahir Parish, in. the. Diocese of Lismore, 
has been furnished by the Commissioners to the Bishop of Cashel and Water- 
ford, pursuant to the directions given to them by the Court of Chancery. 

An Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Commissioners, to the 
1st instant, is annexed to this Report, showing the sources from whence the 
Receipts have arisen, and the specific purposes to which they have been applied; 
also, an Account of the Receipts and Disbursements from Primate Boulter’s and 
Primate Robinson’s Funds to the 1st instant. 

All which is submitted to your Excellency’s consideration. 

(signed) JOHN G. ARMAGH and CLOGHER. 
R° DUBLIN.- 

. R. DERRY and RAPHOE. 

Thos TUAM, &c. 

J. T. OSSORY and FERNS. 

HEN. MEREDYTH. 

Wm C. QUIN. 

(signed) Thos. Bushe, Secretary. 

Boaid-room, 24, Upper Merrion-street, 

August 1852. 




(A true copy.) 

Thos. Bushe, Secretary. 
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BY THE ECCLESIATICAL 

AN ACCOUNT of all ihe Receipts and Disbursements, for One Year, ending the 1 st 
been derived, and showing the Total Amount derived from each Source, 



RECEIPTS: 



Balance in General Fund, 1st August 1861 ------ -- 

Received from Waterford and Lismore See Estates .... - 3,700 - 

— Killalla and Achonry - 2,993 7 



Clonfert and Kilmacdaugh - 
Raphoe ------ 

Ossory - - 

Cork and. Ross - - - - - 

Ardagh ------ 

Elphm- ------ 

Dromore ------ 

Kildare and Deanery of Christ Church - 
Clogher ------ 



2,858 9 
5,267 1 
3,479 5 
3,422 12 
2,026 14 
6,399 11 
5,562 11 
5,593 3 
8j956 6 



7 

9 

9 

8 
3 
5 
7 

9 



Kildare See Estate purchase - money, paid by the Great 
Southern and Western Railway for Land 
S upended dignities and benefices, and from disappropriated tithes 
Annual charge on the See of Derry, and interest thereon 


; ; : 


Tax on Bishoprics and benefices ------ 

Glebe-house loan instalments - - - - - ' - 

Sales of perpetuities - -- -- -- - 


: : : 


Perpetuity mortgages paid off ------ 

Interest on Government Securities standing to credit of General 
Fund - -- -- -- -- - 

Interest on ditto standing to credit of perpetuity Purchase Fund 


1,033 11 1 
949 19 1 


Interest on perpetuity mortgages ------ 

Moneys deposited to pay expenses of ascertaining terms of 
perpetuities - -- -- -- -- 

Sales of perpetuity printed froms ------ 


- - - 


Contributions from Economy Funds for repairs of Cathedral 
Churches - -- -- -- -- 

Bequest for Donamon Church repairs - - 

Interest on monies invested in Government Securities for repairs 
of Trustee Chapels-of-Ease ------ 


‘ • 



11,016 15 - 



60,259 2 11 



67 .13 4 
16,749 13 1 

4,307 12 2 
11,785 15 3 
3,782 6 3 
3,226 6 9 

12,500 1 - 



1,983 10 2 

3,846 17 - 

7 4 0 
3 8- 



7 2 3 
7 7 8 

10 16 3 



Private subscriptions for rebuilding and repairs of Churches, &c. 
Moneys granted for Church purposes and returned unapplied - 
Ditto advanced in error for purposes of Perpetuity Fund and 
refunded -- -------- 



3,667 2 2 
150 15 6 

2 10 6 

122,372 - - 



PRIMATE BOULTER’S and PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 



Balance in Primate Boulter’s Fund, 1st August 1851 
Ditto in Primate Robinson’s Fund - ditto - 
Received on account of Primate Boulter’s Fund 
Ditto on account of Primate Robinson’s Fund 



£. 


4. 


d. 


2,565 


4 


6 


4,306 


7 


3 


25 


10 


- 


6,897 


1 


9 
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day of August 1852 ; distinguishing the specific Sources from which all Moneys have 
and the specific Purposes to which the Receipts have been applied. 



DISBURSEMENTS: 



For rebuilding Churches - 

- Enlarging ditto - 

- Repairs of ditto - 

- Extraordinary repairs of ditto 



Requisites for celebration of Divine Service in the several Churches and 
Chapels ------------ 

Payments to the Bishop of Kilmore, under 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37 - 

Interest to Bishop of ICilmore, on charge on Kilmore See House, under 

6 & 7 Viet. c. 57 - - - - 

Stipends to Dublin curates, under 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37 - 
Same to vicars-choral and curates of suspended benefices - 
Augmentation payable to incumbents of small benefices, under 3 & 4 Viet. 

c. 101 ----------- - 

Stipends to diocesan schoolmasters ------- 

Salaries to Commissioners, Secretary, Treasurer and Clerks, &c. - 
One year’s interest, Board of Public Works on balance of loan 
Rents, coals, candles and. other incidents ------ 

Receipt stamps ----------- 



Fees for registering perpetuity certificates, &c. ----- 

Expenses incurred in valuation of lands ------ 

Rent and rent-charge returned to representatives of incumbents and others 
Rent, taxes, and other expenses connected with see houses, and mensal 
and other lands undemised - -- -- - - ■ 

Quit and Crown rents ----- - * - - - 

Advertising proposals for Church works, See. 

Stationery and printing for one year ------- 

Binding portion of Ordnance Survey ------- 

Solicitor’s personal services --------- 

Ditto for disbursements and expenses ------ 

Ditto for law clerks’ salaries - -- -- -- - 



— Second moiety of Charge on Clogher See House - 

— Stock (Three and a Quarter per Cent.) bought with purchase -money 

received from Great Southern and Western Railway Company, for a 
portion of land, ICildare Sec Estate (56 1. 16 s. 3 d. Stock) - - 

— Purchase from Perpetuity Purchase Fund, of 5,668 1. 7 s. 4 d. Three per 

Cent. Consols " 

— Ditto General Fund of 22,478 1 7 s. Three and a Quarter per Cent. Stock 

— Payment on account of loan to Board of Public W orks - 

By Balance of General Fund on 31 July 1852 ------ 

— Ditto Perpetuity Purchase Fund on 31 July 1852 - - - - 



£. s. d. 
3,523 11 9 

589 5 6 
12,265 - 4 
445 18 11 



688 - 10 
1,929 18 9 
4,027 7 10 

1,339 6 6 
172 - 7 



1,000 - - 
191 12 4 
290 - - 



- PRIMATE BOULTER’S and PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 

By stipends paid in augmentation of small benefices - 

- Purchase of 25 /. 6 6 d. Three per Cent. Consols, for account of Primate Robinson’s Fund 

- Balance in Primate Boulter’s Fund, 31 July 1852 

Ditto in Primate Robinson’s Fund - ditto w 



16,823 16 6 
32,906 12 - 



8,256 13 6 
5,528 8 1 
1,158 7 1 

771 6 1 

86 2 9 
219 3 9 
108 15 2 
45 13 8 
111 1 8 

605 12 4 
53 19 11 



1,481 12 4 
3,472 9 6 



57 13 4 

5,607 19 9 
22,678 19 3 
10,000 - - 
12,062 9 7 
12 4 3 

122,372 - - 



£. s. d. 
4,250 3 3 
25 10 - 
2,621 8 6 



(E ‘ E,) (signed) Janet E. Stopford, U.D., Treasurer. 

A 4 
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